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= hew placas 1o relax
and recharge
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55 cities. 21 superstar
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beautiful grounds (and let's not forgel a bed so |
poing bomme). But &r all of us et Condi Nuar T
Is muve than st a blsssiul temponiry foast: 1875 alsa g bellwether, en
important peek at what you, our reacles, are renify lnoking for in your
travels, D06 MENCion i the very destiisanlin 3oi're raveling to,

This year's Hoc List, our sixteenth, inchudes 121 properties in 49
countries, with three countries making theiedebit: Kawait (with the

L oo horel

Hotel Missoni), Montensgrn (Aman Svetl
Stefan), und Serbiz{Symare Nine). Best rep-
resentelt on the list? The Undted States leads
the pack with 12 entrants, fallowed by the
United Kingdom, China, and Italy (all with
7apiece ], But g5 rivealing 4s these numbers
are. they don's tell she whale stocy. The reaf
stuff we Jove sharing with you is osr 41 re-
viewers' enthiusigsm for these properties,
whach, althcagh they range wildly in size,
price, und style—from the four -tent Sanctu-
ary Zebra Platns camp In Zambda (the small
est hotel an the Bst}f (o the $3,878-a-night
all=incluyive Abu Camp in Botswana (the
most expensive ) -all have one thing in com-
e We never wunted (o leive. We iope you
wan 't either,
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Singular Patagonia,

Puerto Boriea

HA The specs: A 57-room hotel
fashioned from a 1915 cold - storage
pant near Puerto Natales, gatewsy

to Torres del Paine Natonal Park
Estancias once shippec their sheep

to the frigorifico, where hundreds

o workers prepared the meat,

wool, and hide for export to Eurcpe,
Thelook: Governed by strict conser-
vation rules, Chilean architect Pe-

dro Kovacic left the brickwork and

still - functioning machinery intact

aad installed g funicular that rises
soundlessly from the hogel’s en-
trance—the ald tannery and herd -
ing pens—to the reception area, a
glass cube suspended above centu-
ry-old pulleys, pumps, and pipes.
Ample guest rooms are decorsted
with Edwardian-stvie good taste
(mahogany writing desks, brass
side lamps), and a glass wall over-
looks the wir d-whipped shorz of
Last Hope Sound. The experience:
Al first, guests do little but gawp at
the surroundings; once settled, the
saddle up on neighboring estancias
bike the blustery coast, or chug up
the sound in the hotel's 16- passen-
ger motor launch. The sumptuous
breakfast ranges from linseed and
quineca to the finest fetas and cured
Patagonian lamb. tfonly. .. coordi-
nation with the Santiago reserva-
tions office were smoother; confirn
spa treatments and excursions di
rectly with the hotel. The room to
book: Those dase to the elevatyr
save a lengthw to-and-fro (56-61-
T22-030; thesingular.com; doubles
[rom$520). 99 & S 0O




